atone time supposed to keep up the disease, I but in that respect she is now perfectly regular and has been so for several months, though the disease continues nearly as inveterate as before. I have not been able to trace any visceral disease with which the catalepsy might be connected. I have heard that she is shortly to be married, and perhaps the change of state may produce some good effect ; if not I suppose she must be placed under the care of Dr. Elliotson. To the Editor of T)fE LANCET. SIR: &mdash;On Friday, the 27th of July, 1 accompanied Dr. Elliotson and a few other gentlemen, to witness a series of experiments in mesmerism, the subject of which was Elizabeth O'Key. On approaching the bedside of this girl, she was lying on the bed in her clothes, and upon Dr. Elliotson asking her how she did, she complained of general illness, but particularly of a pain in the head. She was then asked if she were willing to take water (that is to be mesmerised), at which she smiled, answering in the affirmative. She then got up, and walked from the ward to a small apartment adjoining, where the operations were to be conducted. Whilst she was proceeding there, i particularly scruumseu Her person, which was of a stunted and spare stature, her countenance being of a chlorotic sickliness, looking pale and melancholy ; her age was stated to be seventeen, notwithstanding which there were no evidences of her having made any approach towards puberty. Soon after she was in the room she was placed in a chair, the lobes of both ears being seized and pressed upon, after which she almost immediately passed into a cataleptic sleep, in which she remained for a few minutes, and then awoke, exhibiting that state which is termed " ecstatic delirium." The experiments now proceeded, Dr. Elliotson desiring her to take four empty wine glasses from a number which were on the sideboard ; she did so, and placed them upon a waiter ; she was then ordered to fill them with water from a tap in the room communicating with the reservoir, and then to drink of all of them, which she did, without any effect being produced ; after which the sovereigns, and, after retaining them in his hand for some time, announced them to be mesmerised, at the same time replacing them on the mantel-piece as before. O'Key was now recalled, and instructed to take up and examine the sovereigns as she did before, and upon her arrival at the mesmerised, or heated ones, all the required phenomena were readily produced. There were other experiments tried, the whole of which, from beginning to end, went to involve the accuracy of O'Key's judgment as regards her tact in distinguishing the. nicest variation of temperature existing between the mesmerised and unmesmerised materials which were submitted to her taste and touch, as in the water experiments, and to the touch only as in the sovereign experiments. In all these respects her performances were most certainly surprisingly accurate. To satisfy myself of the truth of the foregoing observations, I repeated over and over again, in my own house, in the presence of a few medical friends, the whole of the experiments, as they were conducted upon O'Key by Dr. Elliotson, and in no single instance was there a failure, except in those mesmeric representations which have gained for O'Key so much wonderful celebrity. If, therefore, it is in the power of other persons as well as O'Key to detect minute changes of heat, or, as it is called, mesmeric influence, or what not, in certain bodies, by comparative examination with other bodies of the same kind containing less heat, all these experiments, hitherto so much talked of, must go for nothing, leaving only for reflection the most extraordinary cunning and ability of O'Key, who can, in an instant, exhibit the most wonderful power over the nervous system in suddenly falling down, at the same moment appearing to lose all power of voluntary motion, the tespiratory functions apparently merging into entire stillness, remaining passive to the most active stimu. lants which could be applied to her body, and in all other respects leaving nothing to contemplate but the extinction of vitality itself. Out of this state she suddenly starts up, pausing for a moment, and then staring in bewildered lunacy, after which she faintly expresses her wonder at what had become of her, and so enters the ecstatic state as before. She also displays modifications of the foregoing in the proportions in which she can discover the mesmeric influence in the bodies she examined, such as giving a fixedness of position either in the erect or sitting posture, her eyes being wide open and strongly strabismatised, terminating the aflair as before; she comes down still further in her representations, until she arrives at the " semi-demi-semi-duavers " of her modifications. Finally: will O'Key undertake to find out mesmerised from unmesmerised bodies, if their temperatures are made to be exact with each pother ? I say she can. not. Therefore it is unnecessary to argue I that the heat passed from the hand of Dr, Elliotsou to the hand or tongne of O'Key, ' , through the fluid and metalli(, bodies so employed, is any other than the natural heat which is generated in his body, when neither the discoveries in chemical science to the present moment,nor the common rates of sense or reason, will warrant us in so doing. It is then yet to be proved that this heat can be anything else, and until it is so we must remain with our minds impressed that the grossest absurdities were attempted to be palmed off as genuine science upon the learned societies of Europe Burdin, a member of the Royal Academy of Medicine, being desirous of testify in a positive manner the pretensions of mesmerised somnambulists, proposed to give are. ward of 3000 francs to any individual who could read without the assistance of the eyes. The challenge, if we may so call it, was immediately accepted by M. Pigeaire,a physician of lllontpellier, on the part of his daughter, a child of 13 years of age, who, according to the testimony of sevel'all'espect' able medical men, had frequently exhibited before them the extraordinary phenomenon of the transposition of the senses.
So convinced was M. Pigeaire of the supernatural endowments of his daughter that he immediately set off for Paris, accompanied by Madame and Mademoiselle Pige. aire, and offered to demonstrate "the reality of the fact" before a Committee nomiuated by the Royal Academy of Medicine. This proposal was accepted, and on the appoint-
